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There is no Portuguese cinephile, student of cinema, aspiring filmmaker or filmmaker, that hasn’t a profound debt to Paulo Rocha.

In the sixties, before Paulo, we only had one unsurpassable hero, Manoel de Oliveira, plus a couple of silent and documentary films that
we could really praise and call our own.

Soon, we would have Anténio Reis. And even Anténio owed something to Paulo.

In our family, he will always be the young one, our desperate poet, the first who knew how to shoot our sweet, sad Lisbon. He confronted
other realities, social, cultural, sentimental, far from his own. He flirted with the avant-garde.

He sailed to Japan in a broken ghost ship chasing @ light in a lost country.

And my own debt to Paulo is immense. I was fortunate enough to be given the chance to start paying him back: in the last years of his
life, Paulo asked me to help bring back some of the splendors of his two first black-and-white films, Os Verdes Anos and Mudar de Vida.

An unforgettable moment, one of the most precious of my life.

I promise you'll be rewarded if you come watch Paulo Rocha’s films.
— Pedro Costa
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